Elstree & Borehamwood Residents Association
Minutes of Meeting for 17th July 2018
Date: 17th July 2018
Held at: St Theresa’s Church Centre, Shenley Road, Borehamwood WD6 1TG
Committee Members Present: Andy Lewis (Chair), Suzanne Alford (Treasurer) and John Fort (Hon Secretary)
_______
Updates Since Our Last meeting:
These updates* have been emailed to us by Cllr Pat Strack, Elstree And Borehamwood Town Council:
*China Sister town project:
 There will be a meeting later in July.
*Aldenham Reservoir Footpath Update:
 Aldenham reservoir/footpath update etc. No news, still waiting. HCC (Hertfordshire County Council) have
been reorganised again and it is believed they have moved to different offices.
*Local NHS Facility and Services Concerns:
With regard to the proposed NHS hub, the Town council were asked to contribute CIL (Community
Infrastructure Levy) but the Town Council have heard nothing for a long time.
*Reviva Compost Waste Site Update – HCC Planning Application Ref: PL\0903\18 (0/0431-18)
STENCH (c/o Cllr Pat Strack) and STENCH Elstree (c/o Elsa Reyes)
 Reviva - A re-consultation should be out this week but it is held up because of Highways intervention
regarding the second entrance. It is likely that it will not now be heard until September.
As at the time of these minutes being completed, there are now a number of documents available on the HCC
planning portal regarding this Application, although there is still no date for this Planning Application to be heard.
Potters Lane/Cowley Hill Development – Planning Applications for i) 58 Dwellings and ii) a 2 form entry Primary
School Update:
i)

Land North of Potters Lane Borehamwood Hertfordshire: 17/2494/OUT
Outline planning application for the erection of 58 dwellings, together with associated landscaping,
amenty areas and a means of access from Potters Lane, scale and layout determined as part of
application.
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ii)

Land off Cowley Hill Borehamwood Hertfordshire; 17/2493/OUT
Outline planning application for the provision of a 2 form entry primary school together with a means of
access from Cowley Hill.

Further to the Wrotham Park Estate gifting land to HBC (Hertsmere Borough Council) for the purposes of building a
new primary school, to be funded from the proposed building of 58 homes in the land east of Cowley Hill. On 30th
November 2017, as part of the Local Plan consultation under the ‘call for sites’, Wrothham Park Estate, via their
Representatives, Woolf Bond Planning, who are Chartered Town Planning Consultants, had submitted their
responses to this consultation to the Head of Policy and Transport Team at HBC. The letter included a brief proposal
for four housing development plans over four sites to be considered, to help address the housing needs in the
Hertsmere area. These proposals are being put forward and are not set in stone.
The proposed sites included:
 Land east of Cowley Hill, Borehamwood – approx. 1025 dwellings
 Land east and south of Rowley Lane, Borehamwood – approx. 280 dwellings and an employment area
 Land between Baker Street and Barnet Road, South of Potters Bar – approx. 795 dwellings
 Land west of baker street, south west of Potters Bar – approx. 1200 dwellings plus a new primary school.
With regard to the Cowley Hill site, administratively this is all in the far end of the Shenley Parish. So that means it
will not impact on Shenley Village, but the impact will instead fall on Borehamwood instead, and yet Shenley will get
the CIL monies.
Nine thousand new homes need to be built in Hertsmere – based on a 15 year plan period, of which only 3000 are
already planned.
Please See Appendices A, B and C for the letter and the two proposed sites at Cowley Hill and Rowley Lane.
At the time of these minutes being finished, no date has been set for either of these Planning Applications to be
heard.
Police Update:
No Police attended. This Police did not respond at all to our request. The following information was sourced from
the Hertfordshire Police Website and the local press.
Avoid burglaries - Close windows:
The police have advised the public about not leaving windows open, even upstairs windows especially if you
have a flat roof, even though we are experiencing high temperatures, as burglars are able to gain access.
Burglaries traditionally increase during summer months. Police urge residents to secure their windows and
doors to help’ beat the burglar’. Also if you have burglar alarms please set alarms on all floors of your home,
invest in CCTV and be a good neighbour and report anyone acting suspiciously.
Crimes in the area:
 On 23rd June three offenders tried to kick in a front door Manor Way at night but were unable to
gain entry.
 A burglary happened on 13th July at the Travelodge in Studio way and a room was accessed.
 On July 9th a burglary happened at the Aldenham Social Club at night time – money was taken from
the till.
 A burglary happened in Cardinal Avenue – access was gained by rear ground floor window that was
smashed – jewellery was taken.
 A car was damaged – with large scratches - in Byron Avenue
 There was an attempted burglary in Lullington Garth – offender was caught on a Ring doorbell.
 Two men were arrested following the execution of two drug warrants in Borehamwood on 7th June
in Theobald Street. Class A drugs were recovered during this operation.
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 Jake Lloyd was charged with 5 counts of Burglaries and one attempted burglary in Melrose Avenue,
Furzehill Road, Theobald Street, Well End Road, Sullivan Way, Watford Road between the dates of
April 21st to May 20th 2018.
Top Three Crimes:
The top three crimes types in Elstree and Borehamwood for the year from June 2017 to May 2018 are:
 Anti social behaviour 29.2%
 Violent and sexual offences 18.94%
 Other theft 8.78% (this doesn’t include shoplifting 8.35% or burglaries 5.82%)
Outcome Type:
There are 5 types of outcome when dealing with ‘offenders’ – for the period of May 2017 to June 2018:
 Under investigation – 27.5%
 No further action – 60%
 Offender dealt with by the police – 5.5%
 Offender sent to Court – 3%
 Offender dealt with by the Courts – 4%
There is a good website that shows where local crimes are happening.
https://www.police.uk/hertfordshire/J02/
Buses and Hertfordshire Local Transport Plan Update:
Steve Simmonds of Sullivan buses updated EBRA by email (dated 11th July 2018) as to the following changes:
There are some changes to Sullivan Bus services from the beginning of September:
Route
306

398*

358
823

Summary of changes
Retimed Mondays to Fridays in the afternoon and early evening with additional journeys from Watford to
Borehamwood and an extra shoppers morning journey around North Borehamwood. Minor timetable
changes on Sundays.
Route largely withdrawn between Borehamwood and Watford except for journeys at school times and an
early morning journey to Watford. Increased to hourly on Mondays to Friday mornings between
Borehamwood and Potters Bar, but slightly reduced in the evening peak between the two towns. Saturday
service will no longer run.
This school service to Nicholas Breakspear School retimed in the mornings due to increased traffic
congestion.
This school service to St Michaels Catholic School and various schools in Bushey will no longer extend
around South Borehamwood in the afternoons due to very low passenger numbers. It will continue to serve
South Borehamwood in the mornings providing a direct bus to the four schools.

*There is a possibility that extra journeys between Potters Bar and Borehamwood could be added to the 398 seven
days a week, including evenings, for the benefit of workers at South Mimms Service Area, but this is still subject
discussion and the availability of funding to provide initial support for the service from Hertfordshire County Council
and South Mimms Service Area.
Elstree and Borehamwood Train Station and Thameslink update:
We had the pleasure of Bob Redman, of First Impressions, giving us a subsequent update to his talk at our last
meeting.
Thameslink:
 Bob said that according to Thameslink the new timetable was working well, however he added that
on the Facebook Group ‘Thamestink’, that many users disagreed with that view.
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 Cllr Jeremy Newmark said that this was the third timetable in eight weeks and that we’ve been
relegated to a second class station and that there is no end date and that the time table is open
ended and this third version is even worse. We need to make it clear to Oliver dowden MP and all
three local councils that this is scandalous and that they all need to intervene.
 Others commented that we now only get two trains an hour and another person was concerned
about disability access but was reassured by Bob that this would actually be alright and that the
Equality Act would apply.
Please see Appendix D for the Govia Thameslink Update that explains about the situation that has led to
all the problems with these recent timetables.
Elstree and Borehamwood New Railway Station Building:
With regards to the proposed new railway station that will shortly be in progress and needs to be completed
by March 2019. Bob said he had finally met Paul Best, the Project Manager for the new station building and
he was able to ask him questions we had raised at our previous meeting.
 Bob said the two new double doors at the entrance to the station may actually be smaller than the
current doorway and would change from being open doors to sliding doors. He said Paul Best has
taken this on board.
 The opening of the side gate is subject to the staff on duty, who may or may not know that is it
apparently controllable from the station side (but it is also padlocked). So it has been suggested that
it is not padlocked.
 The ticket machines locations are open to discussion.
 The new café will be a quarter of the size of the station building.
Bob is pleased we now have a discussion partner and will continue to keep EBRA updated.
Any Other Business:
News Bulletins:
Primary School – special needs bases to be cutback:
Despite fierce opposition and critical views of 93% of those who responded to the public consultation,
special needs bases at some schools will be forced to shut. In Borehamwood this will affect Parkside Primary
School. This means children with dyslexia, dyspraxia and ADHD may be at risk of getting less or no support.
These cuts are needed to free up £775k to create new resources centres where staff could still access books
and other learning materials. Support and additional funding would then be focussed on a very small
number of children with exceptional needs.
These bases were intended for placements by small numbers of children with specific learning issues.
Following a further cabinet meeting HCC has decided that the majority of these childrens’ needs, who have
learning difficulties, can be met within their own mainstream primary schools with outreach support when
needed.
Bowl’s Club:
Due to the regeneration plans of Meadow Park, Borehamwood Bowls club, which has around 100 members,
who have been based in Meadow Park for the last 61 years, have confirmed they will now be leaving at the
end of the year and will move into a new facility in Aberford Park in the New Year. Members of the Club are
critical of this move, as the new facility will only have four rinks instead of the current six they have at
Meadow Park and the surface will be an artificial one rather than grass plus there will be no changing room
facilities or clubhouse or pavilion. Elstree and Borehamwood Town Council will match the funding to provide
the new space.
The current pavilion in Meadow Park will become a café.
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HCC Waste Disposal sites:
As part of the Waste Local Plan, HCC are asking Landowners to consider whether they have any land that
could be used for waste transfer or recycling. The ‘call for sites’ will be made over the summer by
Hertfordshire County Council, which says house-building and growing populations are generating more and
more waste. Council sites already deal with around three million tonnes of waste a year from homes,
business and industry in Hertfordshire. But existing waste and recycling facilities can not cope with predicted
future demand, and the council is struggling to know where to put it.
Consultants will be brought in to assess the sites and draw up a shortlist, before the draft plan goes out to
public consultation later in the year. One site currently earmarked for waste management in the county is
the New Barnfield site, near Hatfield. But this could be needed for a new school, subject to the finalisation of
the Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council’s draft Local Plan.
Travellers:
Borehamwood is experiencing on going issues with ‘Travellers’ who have moved into the third local park –
Meadow Park - in just the last two weeks. HBC have confirmed a ‘Notice of Direction’ has already been
served on the travellers which requires them to depart. They had previously been situated in Ripon Park and
Brook Meadow.
Tennis Court Charges:
HBC have proposed to introduce ‘affordable’ charges at its owned tennis courts in Meadow Park and King
George Recreation Ground. These proposals have been criticised on the grounds that little is free for
children these days and it’s a disincentive to keeping people fit. Others understand the need to charge. At
the time of our meeting HBC were gauging opinion and will consider all comments made. The consultation
was via www.snapsurveys.com and ended on 27th July 2018.
Hertsmere to solve affordable housing crisis:
Hertsmere Developments Ltd (HDL) which is a wholly owned subsidiary of the council is a development and
investment company that develops property e.g. commercial and housing, to support the Council growth
and economic development needs. The company would receive £50m in taxpayers money in loans, services
and land assets. Due to housing costs now averaging £450k for a three bedroomed home, this is making
properties become increasingly out of reach to many, so this company would enable the Council to provide
‘much needed affordable housing’. Although discussions have been on going since 2015, they were to be
further debated prior to our EBRA meeting but the meeting was postponed due to the World Cup Football
schedule.
Affordable homes are priced at 80% of the market price.

School Sites:
Oliver Dowden MP has met with HCC officials to discuss plans for new schools in Hertsmere. He met with Cllr
Harvey Cohen, Cabinet Member for planning at HBC and Cllr Terry Douris, Cabinet Member for Education at
HCC. Mr Dowden is pressing for the infrastructure to be in place to meet the demand especially in view of
the proposed thousands of new homes being built across the borough over coming years. He is concerned
that current capacity is already under pressure and sites for new schools need to found as soon as possible
and included in the Hertsmere Local Plan. He has secured assurances from both councils that this process is
underway and will be monitoring their progress over coming months.

Events in the Town:
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 Band Concerts in Meadow Park – the last one Sunday 22nd July at 3pm. This is in connection with the
partnership of the Rotary Clubs of Elstree and Borehamwood, the Town and Borough councils and Herts
Association of Brass Bands.
 We are well on the way to a permanent Band Stand with the next phase of work at Meadow Park. The
performance space can be used by a variety of performers. It is hoped the performing Arts Schools will be
part of this exciting development. We have already had ‘Soul Jump’ a Funky Band. Writers in the Wood have
read poems’ and we will have The U3A Ukulele band take part.
 The newly formed Elstree Mozart Players performed in All Saints Church during the Town Festival attracting
an audience of nearly 200. They raised £400 for the dementia Club. This group will perform next year in the
Festival. There will be a series of classical concerts arrange throughout the year with soloists, duets, trios,
quartets etc.
 NSPCC Elstree Mozart Players will perform at a supper dinner at Revely Lodge on Sunday 7th November.
Times and costs TBD.
 All Saints Coffee mornings will start again in the autumn. These continue to attract a range of talented
people in the Town e.g. with concerts, stitchery events, writer’s events, photographers events.
 EBTC have the following events also planned:











A Xmas market for charity organisations
September -15th – Concert
October - Creative Arts
November - Volunteers Exhibition
December - Christmas lights switched on
January 2019 - The year in photos
February – Concert
March - Young performers
May - Town Pre Festival
June - Town Flower Festival

Finally, in the pipeline there will also be a Diversity Event at Fairway Hall.
Please contact Cllr. Pat Strack, Leader Town Council, if you have any general enquiries.
EBRA – Committee – we need your help
EBRA have a very tiny committee of currently about three people and we desperately need more people to help us.
Do you have any spare hours each bi-monthly period to help us? If you are able to help in anyway this would be very
much appreciated. We need researchers, letter writers, people to help out on the night of our meetings to put out
chairs etc, ideally someone who can either help do the teas and coffees and/or run the membership desk at our
meetings and welcome in attendees and sign up new members and take subscription payments etc – training will be
provided. Andy does the agenda and power point presentation and Sue does the membership admin and minutes.
Going forward, if anyone else is interested in doing the minutes please let us know, so Sue can be freed up to do
more campaigning etc. We have one internal meeting for about two hours during the week before the next public
meeting, so there is not a big demand on your time. We really need more of you on board to achieve our aims and
goals! Although we are a small committee, we have plenty of fun too.
Next Meeting:
Our next meeting is on 4th September 2018 at 7.50pm at St Teresa’s Church Hall, 291 Shenley Road, WD6 1TG.
Our future meeting for 2018 are on Tuesdays on these dates:
 13th November
The End

APPENDIX A
6

7

8

9

10

APPENDIX B

11

APPENDIX C

12

APPENDIX D

13

14

