Elstree & Borehamwood Residents Association
Minutes of Meeting for 20th March 2018
Date: 20th March 2018
Held at: St Theresa’s Church Centre, Shenley Road, Borehamwood WD6 1TG
Committee Members Present: Andy Lewis (Chair), Suzanne Alford (Treasurer), Lawrence Stack (Vice Chair) and John
Fort (Hon Secretary)
_______
Updates Since Our Last meeting:
Aldenham Reservoir Footpath Update:
Cllr Pat Strack updated EBRA by email and said:
 We are still waiting for Hertfordshire County Council to agree to maintain the footpath, that is the subject of
the DMMO (Definitive Map Modification Order), so the landowners will remove their objection and the Path
will be registered as a Public Right of Way.
Reviva Compost Waste Site Update – Planning Application Ref: 18/0431/HCC
i)

STENCH (c/o Cllr Pat Strack):

Cllr Pat Strack updated EBRA by email and said:
 I have a letter prepared having it topped and tailed and will share with you before the meeting.
 As yet EBRA have not seen this letter.
ii)

STENCH Elstree (c/o Elsa Reyes):

Elsa Reyes asked those present to object to Reviva’s new planning application. This new planning application
indicated the change from composting on the Reviva site, to dealing with ‘waste transfer’ and ‘recycling of
construction waste’. There was little detail for EBRA to consider. Andy Lewis said that Reviva may add further
documents to their Planning Application in due course. We suggested that STENCH Elstree wait for further details.
The deadline for objecting was 23/3/18. Elsa made the point that it was hard to object without knowing the full facts
and yet there was this deadline ahead of these facts being known. Elsa had already been in communication with
Oliver Dowden MP. Cllr Jeremy Newmark, who is a member of the Planning Committee and cannot give his views on
this Application, said due to the level of interest in this Planning Application he has called it in and made sure it is
covered in a full Hertsmere Planning Committee meeting rather than as a delegated Planning Officer decision as was
originally going to be the case, to ensure transparency.
As at the time of these minutes being completed, there appears to be no further information available on this
Planning Application and no date for any Planning Application to be heard.
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Potters Lane Development – Planning Application Ref: 17/2494/OUT for the housing aspect only:
There is a proposal for developing land belonging to the Wrotherham Park Estate off Potters Lane, in the Cowley Hill
area. This will be for the new ‘Hertswood Primary School’ which will provide places for 420 pupils and a 30-place
nursery. In the event that this proposal is not successful then the focus will shift to the Maxwell Community Centre
site to locate this school. The County Council are not allowed to build any more schools and it is only developers
who can build them. To fund the school, developers will be building around 58 new homes, of which 35 percent will
be affordable, to be built off Potters Lane.
There is much concern about the impact this proposed development will have on the local area with especial regard
to the effect it will have on the narrow and already frequently congested Potters Lane.
The consultation expires on 6th February 2018.
There is controversy over this proposal:
Arguments for this proposal of building a primary school in Potters Lane:
 The land was gifted to the Council by the Wrotherham Park Estate.
 Cllr Pat Strack said by email that the need for a Primary school was identified in the last local plan, which is
where Maxwell Community Centre was identified as a possible site.
 That there is not any other location available or suitable for a primary school
 It saves the closure of the thriving Maxwell Community Centre.
 The need is in north Borehamwood as that is where the other housing is being built. Using the site at
Maxwell would lose a valuable asset for recreation across all ages of the community and both the building
and any of the park that would be needed for a school playing field. Families would have to cross a busy
road, Elstree Way, and this could result in even more traffic disruption and danger to pedestrians. Traffic
coming to the school would exacerbate an already difficult traffic problem.
Arguments against this Proposal of Building the School at Potters Lane:
 It is on Greenbelt land and we want to protect the Green Belt.
 It is argued by many people including Cllr Michelle Vince, John Hood a local Primary school headmaster and
many others that there is not a demand in North Borehamwood for a primary school in that area.
 Potters Lane is too narrow a road and too congested already for any more traffic.
 Maxwell Centre will need to be sacrificed and those using the Maxwell Centre will need to go to any of the
other 11 community centres in the area to do their activities e.g. 96 Shenley Road, Aberford Park community
centre, Farriers Way community centre etc.
 It has been argued that there is a greater need for a primary school in South Borehamwood, especially with
regard to the future housing developments proposed for the Elstree Way Corridor. This housing is likely to
encourage younger couples to move into the area, who will probably go on to have children in years to
come. The government constantly urge children to walk to school and not be driven. A school in Potters Lane
will probably require children to be driven from South Borehamwood.
Other alternatives:
 Cllr Pat Strack (by email) suggested another option is for one form entry schools to become two form entry.
The one form entry schools are Woodlands, Kenilworth, Monksmead, St Teresa’s and St Nicholas’. Although
there may be many reasons why the nearest schools could not become two form entry.
We advised those writing in to the Planning Department with any suggestions about this Planning Application to
make sure their comments were pertinent valid objections as per the list of valid reasons on the HBC website or get
advice from the Planning Department Officers.
EBRA recognise there are there are strong views on this matter.
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At the time of these minutes being finished, no date has been set for this Planning Application to be heard or any
sign of the other Planning Application for the building of the proposed primary school at Potters Lane.
Local NHS Facility and Services Concerns:
John Fort updated us and said he had written to Oliver Dowden MP and had got a response which said we would get
a new NHS Hub, which would be built next to the civic offices. However, we are still unclear as to any details. We
understand it may provide the same NHS services as the original Elstree Way Clinic, but without the blood testing
services. We would like to know why the blood testing services is not being included. Our next step is to contact
Oliver Dowden MP again and ask him to push for details e.g. what services and facilities are we going to get and
when. John asked those present to contact their Councillors and ask them to intervene and try and get them to push
for these details and to get the town what we want with regard to our NHS facilities.
We are very concerned about not having blood tests in the new hub, as currently GPs surgeries are booked up three
to four weeks in advance for blood tests or patients can go to hospitals in Barnet, Finchley Memorial, Potters Bar or
Chase Farm or similar places. This is a disgrace with regard to the ill, those with conditions, elderly, disabled and
those without cars trying to easily access these facilities, combined with likely parking issues at these sites.
HCC has a formal responsibility for overseeing the health provision in the area. Under the Local Government Act,
either the Borough or Town Council, or both, are entitled to become involved in any area critical to the well-being of
local people. EBRA would like to see all Councillors involved in supporting the community in this area of vital
importance. We have already started to see the cascading of services down the NHS chain e.g. from some nurses
services to pharmacists etc now providing these services instead to relieve the pressure. We believe we will not see
any increase in GP provision in the area. It’s the CCG that we need to contact to get some answers.
EBRA have emailed Elizabeth Cox, Chief Locality Officer, at Herts Valleys CCG, asking about any Forums we could
attend and for any information about the services likely to be provided by the proposed new hub and when it will be
built.
EBRA would also like to know which Councillors in the area have been designated to support and push for either a
stabilisation in, or an improvement in, the town’s NHS facilities.
Police Update:
No Police attended. This Police did not respond at all to our request. This update was extracted from the
Hertfordshire Police’s website:
 There were burglaries in both Mildred Avenue on 18/3/18 and Darcy gardens 11/3/18 – both daytime
crimes.
 Thefts from cars – growing number of thefts of cars with keyless entry systems. Also please do not leave
your car keys near your front door or accessible via any doors or windows, as thieves are targeting specific
cars and thefts of car keys etc
 Kitten was shot with an air rifle in the vicinity of Arundel Drive ref J1/18336
 Conman convicted and sentenced in connection with rogue trading offences namely ‘Benson Tree Services’
Buses and Hertfordshire Local Transport Plan Update:
Steve Simmonds of Sullivan buses updated us by email as to the following changes:
 Uno routes 601. 615 and 658 have minor timetable changes to improve reliability from 3rd April 2018.
 Sullivan Buses 951 service to Thorpe Park starts again for the summer months from Saturday 24th March
running Saturdays only and Mondays to Friday during school holidays.

S106 and CIL Monies:
3

As per our meeting back in January where we disclosed the information received following a Freedom of Information
request, EBRA only received information about CIL and S106 monies back from Hertsmere Borough Council.
However, Hertfordshire County Council said it would take them too long to access the information required. Andy
Lewis is pursuing with his request for details from HCC.
AGM for 2017:
Andy Lewis introduced the AGM by reporting that our key area of concern was the extent of housing developments
going up in the area and the impact this had on the town, but acknowledged that this level of development in
Hertsmere was going to happen regardless of what we want. He felt he still needed to see the figures that these
decisions were being based on e.g. housing shortage figures and percent of affordable housing needed and actually
being built etc. We were also concerned about the Crown Road Container housing planning application for which
over 400 objections were received by the Planning Committee and yet the Planning committee did not listen and still
saw fit to approve this application. This was very disheartening for those affected in our Community and it is
probable that more container housing could be destined for the area.
Ebra’s Aims for 2018:
Communication: We originally had good communication with Councillors from the Town, Borough and County
Councils, which we’ve lost over time and we need to reconnect with them. EBRA also want to re-establish better
communication with the Planning Department and those making these decisions that affect our community.
CIL/S106 monies: There’s £7m sitting in the HBC account and we should seek to get this money spent more
effectively for the good of the community. We wrote to HBC about how much CIL/S106 they had in their accounts
and HBC replied with full details. However, HCC responded that it was too much work to answer. The next thing we
need to find out is where the money has been or will be spent.
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR): We will be changing our constitution to reflect the changes required by
the change in law on 25th May 2018. It is so that people know what is held on them and can access this information.
EBRA only hold names, addresses and email addresses. This regulation is to make organisations better at protecting
personal data and where it is stored and to prevent breaches. We will email our members with our progress and any
actions that need to be made. We want to be transparent. The relevant spreadsheets are held on a desktop
computer and are not stored on a cloud and will be password protected. We are part of the Community Action
Hertsmere (CAH) who can advise us if necessary.
Treasurer Report:
Income:
 Membership: This figure includes the £6 annual household membership members and those who pay £2 on
a pay as you go per person per meeting basis. In 2016 we received £232 and in 2017 we received £241,
which was an increase of £9.
 Donations: We received £104 in 2017 and thank those who donated to us.
 Carnival: In 2016, we raised £13 and in 2017, we raised £9.
 In 2016 we made £245.41 and in 2017 we made £354. Our income thereby increased by 31%
Expenditure:
 Venue Hire: By reducing the frequency of meetings from nine per year to six, we only spent £180 on hall hire
and thereby saved £90.
 Website: This was free for 2017 as we paid for this in the previous year.
 Insurance: We have Public Liability etc insurance and this was £140.44 in 2016 and £141.07 in 2017.
 Printing and Stationary: This expense of £30 included the cost of purchasing and printing of membership
cards and advertising literature e.g. flyers etc.
 Advertising: Advertising costs included facebook costs that promote our posts on facebook. This cost us
£30.11.
 Civic Festivities: Our Flower festival contribution cost us £42.25 for 2017. This cost was bourne by Sue Alford.
 Sundries: These include tea, coffee and milk etc for our public meetings and cost us £9 for 2017.
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In 2016 we spent £501.19 and in 2017 we spent £432.43. Our expenses reduced by 16%.
Our net loss in 2016 was £255.78 and this improved in 2017 to just a loss of £78.43. EBRA Committee members are
bearing the brunt of these losses, although hope to be reimbursed sometime in the future.
It is predicted that in 2018 our expenses will be about £450 and we need 70 full paying members to breakeven.
Cllr J Newmark said most Residents Association’s elsewhere do get more grants from local councils. We
acknowledged this and also added that in fact we do get four quarterly adverts c/o Town Council in their quarterly
Town Crier magazine.
Appendix 1: AGM Profit and Loss Account for 2017
Nomination of Committee Members:
Despite asking all our EBRA members if anyone wanted to volunteer to be on our committee and request to stand
for any of our committee roles, we had received no interest at all. Thereby the following nominations were proposed
and seconded to be elected for another year as follows:
 Andy Lewis to continue as Chairperson
 Lawrence Stack to continue as Vice Chairperson
 Sue Alford to continue to be Treasurer
 John Fort to be the Honourable Secretary
John Cartledge, Member of EBRA, said he wanted it on record that he appreciated our commitment and hard work in
running EBRA.
Any other business:
Stirling Corner:
After many years and efforts of numerous campaign groups and a final push from Oliver Dowden MP, Andrew
Dismore AM and Sue Alford a few years ago, we finally achieved our goal of getting 24-hour coverage of traffic lights
at Stirling Corner. However there remained some unfinished business with regard to having no pedestrian crossing
to safely cross over the A1. Currently anyone trying to cross the south side of the roundabout can cross over half way
using the traffic lights when they are on red to protect them but thereafter pedestrians need to run across the other
half of the A1 as these three lanes are not traffic light controlled.
Out of the blue, on 14th March 2018, a letter was hand delivered to some local residents, announcing a proposal to
introduce a new toucan crossing on the A1 Stirling Corner. This new signal will allow pedestrians and cyclists to
safely cross the road at the same time. This will provide improved access to the local shops, restaurants and services
in Borehamwood and better serve the residents in the Barnet Way, Barnet Lane and Barnet Road area. In order to
introduce this crossing, the existing carriageway will need to be widened and the pavement resurfaced to include
tactile paving to assist visually impaired users. It is envisaged that the new crossing will be introduced by the end of
2019.
EBRA will be submitting another proposal for TfL to consider, which involves pedestrians crossing from the west side
of the south of the A1 to the central reservation, then crossing via the red light onto the actual roundabout, then
crossing to the east side via the red traffic light of the north to south traffic flow onto the central reservation of
Barnet Road and then crossing via the red traffic lights to the side with the Miller and Carter Restaurant. That way
there will not be any changes to the current traffic flow. Whereas with this proposed TfL scheme this could see
constant traffic stoppages during peak times as people try and cross the road, on top of the gridlock we already
experience in that area during peak times.
The Transport Forum will ask TfL to see modelling of, hopefully, both proposals in due course.
Comments should be forwarded to TfL by 16th April 2018, although later submissions should be alright.
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 Please email: consultations@tfl.gov.uk quoting ‘A1 Stirling Corner crossing’
 By Post: FREEPOST TFL CONSULTATIONS (no stamp required)
Appendix 2: See attached copy of the TfL letter and diagrams of proposed changes.
Appendix 3: See attached copy of TfL diagram with the red ink marking out EBRA’s proposed alternative crossing
which would avoid disturbing the current traffic flow
Brownfield Site register:
There are currently 37 identified brownfield sites in Hertsmere as at 1st March 2018, provisionally providing 1630
housing units. These include:







Director’s Arms: looking at 26 units – privately owned
Gasholder site: 78 units (already got planning permission)
Behind Wordsworth Gardens – near the railway line: looking at 43 units – already got planning permission
Bushey Golf Club: got planning permission for 31 units
Borehamwood Fire Station/ Job centre site (HCC): 260 units
Civic carpark: convert some of the car park into a low level car park with flats on top – 50 units.

Landowners were also asked to submit details of any land they wished to put forward for consideration in the next
site allocation exercise.
A new register was being put forward and included even more brownfield sites and some green belt land.
There was also a Members Planning Panel held every 8 weeks which developers do attend and is open to the public
and it is possible to influence more change there before the application progresses than later in the process.
Here is the link to the Brown Field site register:
https://www.hertsmere.gov.uk/Planning--Building-Control/Planning-Policy/Brownfield-land-register.aspx
Forth Coming Events:
 On 16th June the Town Parade will start the Family Festival. The theme this year anything to do with trains.
Thomas the Tank to Starlight Express, Railway Children to Casey Jones, Leaving on a Freight train to
Chattanooga choo choo, Santa Express, to a Ghost Train etc.
 The Chamber Orchestra will perform at All saints Church Saturday 16th June 7pm cost £5 as part of the
Festival.
 June 22nd there is the weekend Flower Festival with a Train Themed Exhibition for local groups.
Next Meeting:
Our next meeting is on 15th May 2018 at 7.50pm at St Teresa’s Church Hall, 291 Shenley Road, WD6 1TG.
Our future meeting for 2018 are on Tuesdays on these dates:
 3rd July
 4th September
 13th November
The End

Appendix 1
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Appendix 2 – Page 1:
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Appendix 2 – Page 2 (Cont’d) – TfL’s proposed crossing route which could cause
further traffic delays and gridlock

9

Appendix 3 – EBRA’s proposed crossing route to avoid disturbing the current traffic
flow (see red pen)
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